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Title: Epidemiological Assessment of Cosmetic Skin Bleaching Practices and toxic exposure among Vulnerable Women in Zanzibar: Public Health Perspective
General Comments from Reviewer: Overall, the manuscript covers a very topical and significant public health problem and has the potential due to its combined epidemiological and laboratory-based methods; nevertheless, it needs slight revisions to enhance the clarity of the methods, reservations about the findings, presentation of the statistics, and the use of academic language, before the article can be deemed worthy of publication.
· One of the major strengths is the combination of epidemiological survey data with laboratory analysis of cosmetic products. The quantification of the heavy metals with ICP-OES gives it a scientific value and it is no longer a self-report quantification.
· The descriptive data presented in the manuscript are in-depth descriptions of skin bleaching patterns in terms of duration, frequency, type of products used and source. The information can be useful in learning any exposures in the real world.
· It is important to note that the emphasis on women of reproductive age identifies a vulnerable group and increases the significance of the study to the general health of the population, particularly with regards to the possible systemic and reproductive health risks.
· The research topic is a topical problem of human health and dermatology, and the sample size used is insufficiently large and narrow. This limitation should be articulated by the authors and not generalized to the rest of the women in Zanzibar.
· Health effects interpretation should be more cautious. The self-reported symptoms cannot be causal and the assumption of systemic or reproductive toxicity can only be rendered as associations.
· There should be clear distinction between laboratory confirmed results and label-proclaimed components to ensure that the chemical exposure is not misinterpreted.
· Some of the text written in the manuscript, appears for portions to have been created/derived from an AI program, we recommend the author rewrites a majority of the text in their own words, to increase originality and quality, and to have a true narrative throughout the article.
The article can be published after minor revision.



